WITHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1959* 

l  St.  Peter’s  Close, 

Booking* 

December,  1940. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  report  on  the  health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Witham  Urban  District  for  the  year  1939* 

Owing  to  the  war  it  has  been  necessary  to  curtail  this  report.  For  the  same 
reason  no  separate  report  has  been  submitted  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  a 
brief  review  of  his  work  for  the  year  is  incorporated  in  this. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  during  the  year  has 
been  good  with  no  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  list  shows  numbers  of  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  which  occurred  during  1939* 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 


4  cases. 

8  « 

4  » 

1  case. 

* 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  made  generally  notifiable 
in  November  1939  but  no  cases  were  notified  before  the  end  of  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  cases  notified  during  the  year  numbered  9^&nd  these 


were  made  up  as  follows 


Male. 


Pulmonary. 

3 


Non-Pulmonary. 

3 


Pulmonary. 

3 


Female. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Nil. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


The  water  supply  of  the  District  throughout  the  year  came 
from  Bradwell  Springs  and  Braintree  Road  Water  Works.  These  together  gave  an 
adequate  supply.  Samples  from  both  sources  were  analysed  with  satisfactory 
results  as  the  following  reports  show 

Bradwell  Springs.  This  is  a  satisfactory  sample.  The  water  is  clear  and 
bright  in  appearance,  contains  no  excess  of  saline  or  mineral  matter  in  solution, 
but  is  very  hard  in  character.  It  is  free  from  iron  or  other  metals,  and  is 
of  satisfactory  organic  and  bacterial  purity,  consistent  with  a  wholesome  water, 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

Braintree  Road  Waterworks.  This  sample  is  not  quite  clear  and  bright,  but  has 
faint  opalescence  and  contains  a  minute  trace  of  iron.  The  water  has  a  high, 

but  not  excessive  content  of  salinity,  is  soft  in  character,  and  of  satisfactory 
organic  and  bacterial  purity,  in  which  respects  it  is  suitable  for  the  purposes 
of  public  supply. 


During  the  year  the  main  was  extended  in  the  Powers 
Hall  Road,  Maltings  Lane  and  Howbridge  Road  areas.  New  connections  made  during 
the  year  numbered  37* 

SEWERAGE. 

Witham  Sewage  Works.  The  effluent  from  these  works  was  satisfactory 
during  the  year. 


Silver  End  Si  age  forks.  The  effluent  from  these  works  although 
unsatisfactory  did  she/  ei/ns  of  inproWMBt  by  ond  of  the  yoar# 


6ewor  during  the  year. 


There  were  l8  new  connections  to  the 


n?srr.cTic::s. 

Throughout  tho  yor.r  the  inspections  of  meat  end  other 
foods  and  of  registered  and  licensed  premises  wns  carried  on  as  usual. 

Tho  total  amounts  of  unsound  food  surrendered  in  this  period  was  4  tons,  6  cwts., 
3  qrn.  5  lbs.  Tuberculosis  accounted  for  2  tons,  7  cwts.,  3  qrs.,  18  lbs. 


. 


The  rr.r  brought  a  stop  to  rork  which  was  proceeding  under 
the  housing  ~ts.  Several  demolition  orders  were  postj>onod  and  progress  in 
conn*.  with  clearance  areas  was  held  up*  ore  under  review 

.nod  in  a  reasonable  state  of  fitness. 


AIR  RAID  PRiciunats, 


Work  under  this  heading  obtained  priority  throughout  tho 

year  •  nd  particularly  in  the  Latter  half.  Tho  major  portion  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector's  time  ir.s  cf  nccousity  devoted  to  this  work.  The  Casualty  Sorvicos 
In  the  district  ncro,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  one  fixed  First  Aid  Post  (  at  Bridgo 
Hone  )  one  Mobile  First  Aid  Post,  tro  First  Aid  Parties,  throe  Auxiliary  Ambulances 
and  c-'.rn  for  sitting  casos.  Point  was  sited  Lfl  P  End. 

Collective  and  Individual  training  for  those  services  was 
taking  place  at  the  end  of  tho  year. 


GgfHUL  HFV.LTH  SERVICES . 

The  provision  of  thoso  was  on  simiLar  lines  to  the  previous 
y-  From  September  oaal  minor  ailments  clinic  was  provided  by  Essex 

County  Council  at  Silver  End  to  ncot  tho  needs  of  tho  evacuated  children  there. 

At  the  sane  tine  hostels  to  accommodate  children  who  had  proved  difficult  to  billet 
in  ordinary  hones  were  opened,  or.o  in  Wit  ham  and  one  in  Silver  Bid. 


district. 


There  arc  three  District  Kurce  Midwives  practising  in  tho 


Spoelacrs  examined  by  tho  Bactcrinlogist  for  Essox  under  tho 
Essex  County  Council  scheme  totalled  130.  •  details  of  these  were  as  follows 


Specimens. 


Ho.  F 


Diphtheria 

Sputa 

General 

Water 


Finally,  I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
Members  of  tho  Council  for  their  help  and  support  and  tho  Council's  Officers  for 
their  co-oper'* ticn  during  the  year. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gcntlomen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


WILLIAM  J.  MOFFAT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


